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Description--Summary Paragraph
The J. E. King Manufacturing Company is located on a 1.63 acre lot at 1350 St. Louis Street in
Springfield, Missouri. It is two stories, built of red brick. Constructed in 1922 to house a
wholesale furniture business and warehouse, the building was added to over time, including a
great expansion In the mid-1930’s to manufacture furniture. The L-shaped building is on a
trapezoidal lot roughly bounded by St. Louis Street, Fremont Avenue, a small neighboring lot on
the west side, and the St. Louis and San Francisco (“Frisco”) Railroad right of way. The two-
story elevation on St. Louis Street is a typical 1920's 1930's commercial block. This part of the
building housed offices and display rooms and has a Moderne Style-influenced glass block
storefront at first floor level. The upper story, added in the 1940’s, is simply designed, with wide,
evenly spaced fenestration. The rear, factory portion of the building is topped with banks of
north-facing monitor windows, and is faced with plain brick walls. One contributing outbuilding
contained electrical transformers. The lot also includes one small non-contributing brick
outbuilding of undetermined use or date. Though modifications have been made to the interior
and exterior, notably modifications to the rear loading area, the resource retains a high degree
of integrity and conveys its sigrificance as an industrial building of the second quarter of the
twentieth century. The building also meets the registration requirements for the
"Warehouse/Industrial: ca. 1838-1945" property type as described in the “Historic and
Architectural Resources of Springfield, MO (Amended Submission).”

Description Narrative

The J. E. King Manufacturing Company building is a combination commercial and factory
building. it underwent at least seven separate construction episodes during the Period of
Significance, 1922-1954. The site is at 1350 St. Louis Street, Springfield Missouri. The most
distinctive characteristic of the site is its trapezoidal shape, formed by the northwest-to-
southeast angie of a bordering railroad track. St. Louis Street is now aimost entirely
commercial, though in 1922 the street was still largely residential at its distance of some four
miles from the Public Square. A few dwellings remain, now mostly turned to commercial uses.

The building is L.-shaped, and occupies the entire width of the 1.63-acre trapezoidal lot. The
building is two stories, save for two one story elements: a small building abutting the east end,
originally housing electrical transformers; and a large frame shed for railcar loading added to
the west side. The foundation is concrete, the walls brick, and the roof asphalt. Different
building episcdes are marked on the exterior by differences in the brick. The narrower north leg
of the “L.” fronts tightly on the St. Louis Street sidewalk. The first floor walls of the St. Louis
Street storefront are glass brick. Though now adapted to a new manufacturing enterprise, the
original interior spaces remain largely intact. Present space utilization is roughly analogous to
the original offices in the narrow front “L” leg, and production spaces in the very much larger
rear “L" leg. The different building episodes, all involving masonry bearing walls, are clearly
evident in the interior.
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Within the overall simplicity of an “L” shape, there is considerable complexity. Originally (-
shaped, the building began to take on an L-shape when, on the rear of the east side, a forty-
seven foot wide, 100 foot deep, two story wing was added. Then in 1936, in preparation for
manufacturing operations, another enlargement was made, almost doubling the original square
footage. Factory-like in design, the latter addition was brightly lit with banks of north-facing
monitor windows. A one story brick addition to the St. Louis Street storefront provided spacious
new offices, including an elegantly finished president’s office. Its walnut paneling and fireplace
contrasted with the unostentatious, utilitarian offices common in Springfield factories at the time.

The St. Louis Street storefront is 58’ wide. It fronts a fifteen foot-deep addition to the original
building. it alone is symmetrical, though its two stories, built at different times, do not match.
The storefront, of glass brick, contains two sets of four vertical fixed window sets flanking a
prominent entry. The second floor fenestration is in three bays of three sashes each. The two
outer bays are directly above the paired sets of windows below them, while the third bay is
centered above the entry. A prominent white signage banner between stories bears the words,
“Engineered Packaging Co,” denoting the present occupant. A small plaque says, “ Formerly J.
E. King Manufacturing Co.”

Moving to the east-facing elevation of the “L"™: The fifteen foot-deep St. Louis Street addition has
no windows on the sides. Behind it, inside the “L,” is the original north-south wall, presenting
five equally spaced bays. Above are five sets of paired sash; below are three pairs of sash and
two wide entry doors. At the turning of the “L,” on a 50’ east-west wall, are four bays: four pairs
of sash above; three pairs and a door below. The windows match those of the north-south wall,
but are much more closely spaced. The brick, cornice line and windows of the walls described
above match, and appear to have been built at the same time. The brick of the front addition
side walls is slightly different. '

Continuing beyond the 50’ portion of the east-west wall described above: The next seventy-five
feet to the building's north-facing elevation is entirely different. The brick is different. The
cornice line is lower. At the second story, three bays of very wide, closely-spaced windows
occupy sixty feet of the space. Two openings below match two of the three above. Present
modifications to these first-floor openings serve to widen them somewhat beyond the originals.

The east-facing Fremont Avenue elevation, 100 feet long, clearly reveals the function of this
section of the building. Banks of notth-facing monitor windows on the roof create five bays
under a saw-tooth cornice line. The bays are filled with sets of factory-style, obscure glass
windows with embedded wire. Twenty small panes are in each set, the center six of which can
be opened, casement-style.

The rear of the building, the principal loading area, is irregular and possesses many wall planes
and roof heights. Two prominent structures, one a tower, project backward from the principal
building. At the southeast corner of the building, the point where the “L” turns back toward the
north, the corner is turned by a chamfer. The chamfer was part of the original building, and has
a large door which originally opened to a rail spur, now gone
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Seven bays of windows are apparent at the second floor of the building's west side, including
two in the chamfer. At the first floor are three large doors, including the one in the chamfer. A
rait car loading shed, a frame addition to the original building, has a high, shed roof that slopes
There are two outbuildings, one contributing and one non-contributing. The contributing
outbuilding is a one story, flat roofed addition built to house four electrical transformers. Its brick
is the same color as that of the factory, is laid in the same common bond. Though it abuts the
main building, the walls of the two buildings are discreet and structurally unattached. It is at the
eastern-most corner of the factory’s north-facing elevation, and abuts Fremont Avenue. The
transformer building’s south wall abuts the adjoining factory wall, but is structurally separate
from it. The transformers have been removed, and the building is no longer in use. Just north of
the transformer building and separate from it is a small, non-contributing, one story brick
building. Its brick is different from any of the rest, and was probably built at a different time. Its
purpose is undetermined.

Exterior features of the property include a parking lot inside the “L,” an open field in the rear
where the property terminates in a pomt and an unimproved roadway between the building and
the railroad right-of-way.

Integrity

The building as it stands today is essentially the building of the 1954 end of the Period of
Significance, save for minor exceptions. The St. Louis Street storefront windows are original
save for a new vinyl strip above the first floor panes. New windows have been installed on the
east-facing elevation inside the “L.” Their new frames are vinyl; but the wall openings and frame
design of the original windows have been retained. Custom moldings between frames and brick
have been specially milled by the present owner to retain the original appearance. The windows
of the west side elevation are original. Interior modifications have been made for adaptive
reuse; but they do not change the overall original plan. The bearing partitions, essential
elements of the various building episodes, remain. Even the interior transformers that stepped
down power for the finishing machinery and the overhead trolleys that carried that power,
remain. In the part of the building that is the turning of the “L” a broad concrete ramp, the
principal means of moving materials between floors, remains unchanged. Additional restrooms
have been installed, and the originals have been refitted. New H/AC, new plumbing, and a
modern electrical system have been installed. The distinctive offices of the St. Louis Street
storefront, including the “President’s Office” fireplace, walnut paneling, and private restroom,
have been retained. The original rail spur to the building has been removed.

Inclusion in MPD “Historic and Architectural Resources of Springfield, Missouri (Amended
Submission)”

The J. E. King Manufacturing Company may be included in the Multiple Property Document
“Historic and Architectural Resources of Springfield, Missouri,” together with the Associated
Historic Context “Early Industrial Development in Springfield, 1838-1945.” The J. E. King
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Manufacturing Company building meets the NRHP Registration Requirements of Criterion A,
Historical Significance, as follows: It was the site of a manufacturing business of particular
importance to the community. It exemplified a particular building type and building use. The
Period of Significance accords with the time of its industrial function. It is largely intact and is
readily recognizable to its Period of Significance. It retains its basic original form, with no major
alterations to principal exterior dimensions or roofline. Original materials predominate.
Decorative glass biocks on the principal fagade remain. Many original windows remain.
Replacement windows are closely similar to originals.
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Summary Paragraph--Significance

The J. E. King Manufacturing Company, 1350 St. Louis St., Springfield, Greene County, is
locally significant under Criterion A, in the area of INDUSTRY. Nominated under the "Historic
and Architectural Resources of Springtield, Missouri {Amended Submission),” the property
meets the registration requirements for the "Warehouse/Iindustrial" property type as a "site of a
business of particular importance to the community.” The J. E. King Manufacturing Company is
a significant case study of wood products manufacturing in Springfield, Missouri, in the second
quarter of the twentieth century. The J. E. King Furniture Manufacturing Company exemplifies
Springfield's wood products manufacturing, which, in aggregate, was the leading industry in
Springfield from 1890 to 1954. The King factory was a vertically integrated, (i. e. un-barked logs
to finished product), [abor-intensive, family-owned and family-managed furniture manufacturer
of considerable size. Late in WW Il it employed some 230 persons--including more than 80
women--making it the one of the largest industrial employers in Springfield. It was
technologically advanced for its time in that it used only electric power taken off the city power
grid. Constructed in 1922, the building was located where the St. Louis and San Francisco
Railroad (“The Frisco Line”) crosses St. Louis Street, providing both rail and highway access.’
The King building was the largest in a node of commercial-industrial structures located at that
point. St. Louis Street had long been the major road east out of Springfield toward St. Louis
City. In 1926, it was designated U. S. Route 66. The King Furniture Manufacturing building is
the only structure remaining of that historic node. As the King Furniture Manufacturing
Company developed out of the Long-King Company, wholesale and retail sales, so the
Springfield economy and labor force expanded and diversified in the second quarter of the
twentieth century after the long dominance of wholesaling, railroading, and small-scale, hand
crafts manufacturing.” The period of significance is 1922 to 1955, the date of the construction
of the original section of the building, through the arbitrary 50 year cut off date. The lot contains

" Interviews of Samuel O. King, grandson of James E. King, April 24 and June 1, 2004. King worked in the
furniture plant as a high school youth, and remembers many details of company operations. He retains
some King Company memorabilia, but no company records. See National Register of Historic Places,
Multiple Property Documentation Form: Tomlinson and Associates, “Historic and Architectural Resources
of Springfield, Missouri, 1999,” Section E, pp. 13, 14, and passim. This study aliudes to twentieth century
commercial buildings along US 66 beyond the fringe of the CBD, but does not mention manufacturing
facilities. An expanded historical context is provided in the U. S. Census: The Eleventh through the
Sixteenth Censuses of the United States 1890-1954, MANUFACTURES, passim. A ca. 1944 photograph
of the massed King Employees is the source for their number. Photo courtesy Samuel O. King.

‘ Hoye's, Dunham’s, and Polk's Director fies] of Springfieid, Missouri, 1902, 1915, 1921-1922, 1925-1954.
“J. E. King Dies at 77,” Springfield News-Leader, 27 October, 1956. The one other large manufactory in
the city, also a wood products manufacturer, was the Springfield Wagon Company. its sales declined in
the 1930's, and it closed in 1942. Steven Stepp, “History of the Springfield Wagon Company,” M. A.
Thesis, Southwest Missouri State University, 1972, passim. Providing an historical context is the U. S.
Census, “Products of Industry in Springfield [Missouri], 1879-1880, MANUFACTURES.” The list of eleven
“manufacturers” includes a coffin maker, an undertaker, a blacksmith, and a gunsmith. A “furniture
factory” had six employees. The Springfield Wagon Company was the largest employer, with sixty-five
employees.
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two contributing and one non-contributing buildings.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Historical Background

The story of Springfield manufacturing from 1890 to 1954 is one of dramatic growth. The single
industry that was predominant through the period was flour and grist milling. However, the wood
products industry, defined as the aggregate of wagon manufacturing, lumber finishing, wood
milling and planing, wood flooring, and furniture manufacturing, was the largest type of industry
(this aggregation excludes "carpentry,” a big industry in Springfield and a major category in the
U. S. Census). The largest single manufacturing employer through at least 1930 was he
Springfield Wagon Company. Begun in the 1870’s, it was after 1900 reputed to be the largest
manufacturer of farm wagons, military wagons, and circus wagons in the nation. The
predominance of these two categories of industry—wood products manufacturing and flour and
grist milling—reflects a tradition of Springfield as a regional center whose industry was built on
the processing of two of the region’s primary products—timber and cereal grains. Still,
Springfield’s biggest doliar businesses remained railroading, wholesaling, jobbing, and varied
services to the region. A relationship between sales and manufacturing was that capital
accun;]ulated in the former provided the financial base for entrepreneurs to expand into the
latter.

Between1900 and 1950 the population of Springfield nearly tripled. From 23, 267 to 66, 731.
The pace of manufacturing growth was much greater. Between 1909 and 1919 alone the value
of the products of manufacture increased almost fourfold, from $5, 882,000 to $18, 813,000. (In
the Census of 1930, only the value of the products of industry for the whole of Greene County
were published—$28, 825, 000.The outlying county towns typically had grist and wood products
mill themselves, thus adding greatly to the total.) From 1919 to 1939 the value of Springfield
products of industry decreased slightly, from $18,813,000 to $18, 132,000, doubtless due to the
Great Depression. The U. S. census of Manufactures in 1954 aggregated only the value added
by manufacture, not the total value of manufactured products as before. In 1947 the VAM had
been $16, 967 000. By 1954, only seven years later, the VAM had almost tripled to
$45,441,000.° Two furniture manufacturers are noted both in the censuses of 1899 and 1905. A
Springfield Chamber of Commerce publication, ca. 1946, also noted two furniture
manufacturers. No names are given. However, the city directories advertisements, entirely
dependent as they were on paying advertisers, reveal no other firm names than that of J. E.
King, which appear regularly. The inference is that the Klng firm was the most prominent of the
two, or certainly the most aggressive advertiser, or both.”

The U. S. Census, op. cit. passim. Stepp, op cit,, Chapter IV, “The Emergence of a Giant;” Sanborn
Insurance map, 1925 (microfilm), The Library Center, Springfield.

‘The U. S. Census, op. cit., passim.

* Ibid. Dunham’s City Directories, op. cit., passim. Springfield Chamber of Commerce, Springfield: Capital
of the Ozark Empire: The Growth of a Cily. No Date, p. 43. (Reprint) Greene County Archives Bulletin
Number Sixty. No date. Imputed date of the original is 1942, though it may have been 1946. Under the
caption “Manufacturing and Other Plants,” Growth of a City lists 200 firms by type of product produced. No
firm names appear. Two “furniture” are listed, along with thirty-two other wood products concerns and
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The J.E. King Enterprise

In 1922 James E. King and John P. Long entered into a partnership in Springfield to sell
furniture at wholesale. Their firm was styled “The Long-King Furniture Company.” They built a
sales and warehouse building on St. Louis Street some four miles east of the Public Square, at
the intersection of the Frisco rail tracks. A rail siding backed onto their building. A node of
primary product and transport firms—oil, coal, ice, lumber, tires, trucks, autos—had developed
at that point to take advantage of the combination rail and highway access. St. Louis Street, still
predominantly residential at that location, had become a trucking artery east out of Springfield.
In 1926 it would be designated “US Route 66.”

In 1926 or 1927, the eldest son of James King, Samuel E. King, was (in the words of Samuel
E’'s son Samuel O.) “forced by his father” to take out a $10,000 bank loan to buy stock in the
firm. Sam was only twenty-one and recently married. The infusion of new capital was probably
used to meet debt obligations, or to expand the business, or both. ’

By the close of the 1920’s Long’s management role in the firm had diminished, and King's had
increased. As sales sfowed in the mid 1930’s, young Sam King influenced his father to turn {he
business exclusively to manufacture. The son, thirty one in 1836 and a college graduate, “used
a slide rule to work out the numbers,” convincing his father that such a move could be
profitable. Though the elder King had no background in manufacturing, and was an entirely self-
taught salesman from rural Webster County, Missouri, the firm readied itself for a complete
about-face .’

The Facility

The building is the result of many separate construction episodes. The original 1922 building
was of two stories, [-shaped, and oriented perpendicular to St. Louis Street. The front part was
show space behind spacious plate glass windows. The building was 59’ wide east-to-west, and
some 210" deep, norih-to-south.

The original |I-shaped building began to take on an L-shape when, on the rear of the east side, a
forty-seven foot wide, 100 foot deep, two-story wing had been added. Then in 1936, in
preparation for manufacturing operations, another enlargement, 75’ x 100’ was added, almost
doubling the original square footage. Factory-like in design, the latter addition was brightly lit

eighteen flour and grist mills.

® Sanborn Insurance Map, op. cit. The 1925 map shows that by that date only the front leg, or “I portion of
the final “L, had been built. Samuel O. King interviews. A “J. L. Long and Sons,” furniture sales, was in
existence as early as 1915.The middle initial in Long's name, habitually repeated in city directories, is in
error. The middle initial was “P.” _

" Samuel O. King interviews. Samuel O. King is the eldest son of Samuel E. King.

® Ibid.
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with banks of north-facing monitor windows.

Behind the main building, presumably aiso in 1936, a saw mill, kiln, seasoning shed, and
planing mill were erected. (The mill building was destroyed by fire sometime subsequent to the
Period of Significance.) On the west side of the building were the railroad tracks. A rail spur
served a frame, shed-like addition, that could shelter an entire car.

A one-story brick addition to the St. Louis Street front provided a baronial touch--a spacious and
elegant office for the president--fagade walls of modish glass brick, a walnut-paneled fireplace,
and a private half-bath. In the mid- or late 1940 s a second story was built above the offices,
completing the structure as it stands today.’

The Management

The Long-King Company was a prototypical example of a family-owned and family-managed
business, common in Springfield in the first half of the twentieth century. Though it was a
privately-held joint stock corporation, in practice it followed a tradition of a rather patriarchal,
proprietary/partnership management, with many sons brought into the business. gThe senior
son, Samuel E., was the only King other than his father to own stock in the firm.)

Two families were involved--the Longs and the Kings. J. P. Long had already been in furniture
sales for several years when James King joined him in 1922, Dunham’s City Directory for 1925
reflected Long’s seniority, listing him as “pres” and King as “sec & genl mgr.” By 1929 the power
relationships had changed. Directory listings then were “J E King Pres-Genl Mgr’ and “J L Long
[sic] Sec-Treas.” One F. W. Lane, the firm's chief accountant, was vice president. "

Though the name “Long-King Furniture Company” was used in city directories through the
1930’s, J.P. Long was no longer an officer, and his role in daily operations diminished. He
owned a retail furniture store in downtown Springfield; and to this he and some of his sons
turned their attention. As Long’s involvement receded, King brought his own adult children into
the business. The manufacturing operation, when undertaken, was run primarily by the King
family. (One E. M. Long, a son of J.P. Long, remained an officer in the firm through at least
1937.)"

Under King's vigorous direction the furniture manufacturing business not only survived the

*Ibid. A ca. 1944 photo, courtesy Samuel O. King, shows the one story addition.
" Samuel O. King interviews.

" Dunham'’s City Directory. for 1925, p. 290; for 1927, p.244; for 1928, p. 211. Fred Lane was the only
“outsider” to own company stock--and that, a mere 5%. Samuel O. King interviews.

? Samuel O. King interviews. Polk's City Directory of Springfield, for 1931, p. 176; for 1935, p. 190; for
1937, p. 180. City Directory Buyers’ Guide, 1937, p. 12.
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Depression; it flourished. In 1942 he bought out the entirety of the Long interest. Ever the
salesman, King widened his markets to include much of the American Southwest. The Kings
adopted the Frisco railroad’s popular Southwestern design devices--cowboys, Mexicans,
indians, horses, cattle ranch themes—and, using leather-like, beige colored fabrics and light
wood finishes, they fashioned a successful line of “ranch” furniture. King even acquired retail
space in Western Auto stores. When WW Il came, the King factory secured government war
contracts to furnish much of Camp Crowder, Fort Leonard Wood, and other new military
installations. “War work” enabled the firm to acquire scarce fabrics and other manufacturing
necessities, providing a competitive edge.

Following the war, seven other company officers, in addition to President J.E. King, bore the
King surname. As the 1940’s gave was to the 1950’s, King Sr. spent less time on day-to-day
operations, leaving the management to his sons. He withdrew to the life of philanthropist and
gentleman farmer. He died in 1957, aged 77 years."

Operations and Labor

The King Manufacturing Company was a vertically integrated manufacturing operation, i. e. the
entirety of manufacture from raw logs to finished furniture was accomplished on premises. The
manufacturing process began with off-loading un-barked oak logs from company trucks hauled
from company-owned timber stands in Arkansas. They were barked, sawn to suitable
dimensions in the saw mill behind the plant, and placed in the kiln for drying and seasoning.
Seasoned lumber was sawn and rough-planed for the various lines of furniture. The pieces then
went inside the main plant for finishing and assembly. Finish sanding, polishing, and varnishing
of all wood pieces were done with hand-operated, electric motor-driven machines, typically by
men. Upholstering was essentially a needlework-like operation, skills already possessed by
many women. Fabric was cut and fitted, filled with cotton batfing, and sewn or tacked.

The King furniture lines included dinette sets, occasional tabies, bedroom suites, matiresses,
and upholstered living room furniture—the latter featuring much exposed wood. Oak was the
only wood employed. No chrome or synthetic surfaces were employed. They were marketed
under the trade name “Sovereign King.” The lines were low- to moderate-priced, well-made,
and aimed at a popular market. The “ranch” lines were especially successful. Selling them
through Western Auto stores was a marketing coup.’”

The electric power system of the King plant was typical of efficient light industry factories in the
second quarter of the twentieth century. Four transformers in the power house converted city-

supplied AC to 480-volt DC, which flowed in copper bus bars throughout the plant. Big electric

motors powered the saw mill, the planing mill, and the lathes. A series of small transformers,

* Samuel O. King interviews. Polk's City Directory of Springfield, 1947, p. 279

" Samuel O. King interviews; Springfield News-Leader, op. cif.

* Ibid.
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wall-mounted at regular intervals, reduced the current for the smaller machines to 240 volts.”

To undertake such an operation in the teeth of the Great Depression, today seems amazing—
especially inasmuch as it succeeded. One advantage was the availability of unemployed expert
workers forced out of the Springfield Wagon Company. The market for farm wagons had
virtually disappeared by 1936, causing severe cutbacks in wagon production. Though specific
data are lacking, one may infer that layoffs at Springfield Wagon must have occurred.
Springfield Wagons were famous for the durability and refined workmanship of their oak-made
hubs, spokes, and wheels. Oak is a difficult wood to work, and Springfield Wagon workers’
handiing of oak was superb. Thus a labor force to fashion J. E. King’s all-oak furniture was at
hand. Layoffs of similarly-skilled workers probably occurred at Springfield woodwork, sash, and
door factories as well, dependent as they were on the by-then dried-up new housing market.

The number of employees pictured in the ca.1944 photo totaled 230, inciuding 84 women. It
probably represents the work force near its wartime maximum—one of the largest of any
manufacturer in Springfield at the time. (Especially was this the case after the dissolution of the
Springfield Wagon Company in 1942.)"

The level of wages or benefits that might have been paid King’s employees is undetermined.
Almost any steady work in the 1930’s was considered a godsend. Two known aspects of King
Furniture remuneration are significant. The first was piecework pay. Upholsterers pinned little
slips of paper to a piece they had worked on, with their name and what they had done written
on it. Men in the saw mill got paid “by the stick.” And so on throughout the operation. Ozarkers
traditionally preferred piecework pay—as did management. It favored fast, diligent work. 1t
seemed fairer and less open to abuse.

Second: the shop was never unionized. An open shop suited the Ozarkers’ independence and
individuality. But union organizers from Kansas City were chronically on hand, attempting to
end the open shop. Intimidation was rife, even extending to the front door of the King homes.
The Kings requested police protection, and got it. Company trucks were followed on the
highways, their drivers harassed and frightened. The situation got so bad that trucking was
abandoned in favor of rail transport alone. King sought to gain worker loyalty through personal

* Personal inspection by the author; conversation with the chief electrician of the present remodeling crew,
May 28, 2004. Remnants of the old electrical system remain.

' Stepp, op. cit., Chapter VI, “The End of an Age.” Samuel O. King interviews. Samuel O. King photo.
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relationships. He knew his employees by name, and went through the plant regularly greeting
them. He showed concern for their families, and for any particular problems they might have.
He even HBOK the unusual step of granting all his regular employees an annual week of paid
vacation.

"* ibid.
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Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

Legal Description

All of that tract of land described in book 2087 at page 182 in the Recorder’s Office in
Springfield, Greene County, Missouri, being more particularly described as follows: Beginning
at the Southwest Corner of St. Louis Street and Fremont Avenue; thence S00deg., 00'00 ‘E
along the West right-of-way line of Fremont Avenue, a distance of 556.39 feet, to a point on the
right-of-way line of the Burlington Northern Railroad; thence N27deg46'35"W along said
Easterly right-of-way a distance of 446.35 feet to an existing iron pin; thence S89deg19'54"E, a
distance of 37.30 feet to an existing iron pin; thence N00deg08'37"E, a distance of 145.17 feet
to an existing iron pin; thence, S83deg36'02’E, a distance of 179.83 feet to the point of
beginning containing 1.63 acres (70,833 square feet).”

Boundary Justification
The boundary described above is the legal boundary of the property, and encompasses the
entirety of the resource.

PHOTOGRAPHS
The following is true of all photographs:

J.E. King Manufacturing Company

Springfield, Greene County, Missouri

Photographer: Robert Flanders, Ph. D.

Date: April 20, 2004

Location of Negatives: State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, MO
65102

1 View SW. General view. Five different building episodes are evident in this photo.

2 View SW. East front section, showing three building episodes. Original building left of
drainpipe.

3 View 8. Si. Louis Street elevation. Note glass block at first floor level. This elevation
was covered, and masked from view, from the 1960’s to 2004.

4 View SW. View of “factory” element of the second “L” addition. Note north-facing

monitor windows. Foreground building is non-contributing. Behind utility pole is

contributing transformer building. Fremont Avenue, foreground.

View SSW. Original “I” portion of building, right. The two “L" additions, center left.

View W. Fremont Avenue elevation of “factory.” Transformer building, far right.

View NW. General view, rear of building.

View NE. Southwest corner, rear of buiiding. Chamfered corner accommodated

outside rail spur loading. Covered rail spur shed, barely visible at far left.
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